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DATE:  September 26, 2018 
 

   
FROM: Brent A. Story, P.E., State Design Policy Engineer 
 
TO: Program Delivery, IPD, TIA, Engineering Services, and Divisions of Engineering, 

Operations, and Field Districts 
 
SUBJECT: Intersection Sight Distance (ISD) 
 
The Department’s policy on application of Intersection Sight Distance (ISD) is published in 
Chapter 4.1.5 of the GDOT Design Policy Manual at: 
http://www.dot.ga.gov/PartnerSmart/DesignManuals/DesignPolicy/GDOT-DPM.pdf 
 
In an effort to enhance quality assurance, the Department recently decided to require that all 
ISD studies including calculations and graphical drawings be provided with the submittal 
package to request Preliminary Field Plan Review (PFPR).  A summary of the ISD studies 
should be presented in a table format with, at a minimum, intersection name, each applicable 
ISD case, and a-leg and b-leg values of the sight triangle listed.  The PFPR Checklist was 
updated on August 6, 2018 and is published at: 
http://mydocs.dot.ga.gov/info/gdotpubs/Publications/2440-1c.pdf 
 
As discussed in the GDOT Design Policy Manual, ISD studies should include graphical 
drawings with scaled distances on plan and profile sheets defining the vertex (decision point) 
and the sight triangle for viewing approaching traffic.  Specific cross-section sheets illustrating 
the location of the sight line with respect to the 3D model of the roadway may also be necessary 
to validate ISD results.  Special attention should be given to verifying that proposed roadway 
features such as horizontal curvature, vertical curvature, super-elevation, median design, 
guardrail, barrier walls, retaining walls, embankments, landscaping, signs, and signal control 
boxes do not obstruct the sight triangle zone.  The establishment of adequate required right-of-
way to protect the sight triangle zones should be reflected in the plans.   
 
In some design situations it may not be necessary to conduct ISD calculations and graphical 
studies, for example, existing intersections with obvious clear ISD conditions, no relevant crash 
history, and no proposed reconstruction or stop-bar striping changes.  In these cases the 
Engineer-Of-Record must provide a justification in support of omitting ISD studies.  The 
justification should be included as a comment in the ISD summary table provided at PFPR.                     
 
The Office of Engineering Services will begin to require ISD studies for PFPR requests 
submitted after November 1, 2018.  For questions about ISD, contact Brent Story 
(bstory@dot.ga.gov) or Frank Flanders (fflanders@dot.ga.gov) at (404) 631-1978.  For 
questions about PFPR checklist, contact Walt Taylor (wtaylor@dot.ga.gov) at (404) 631-1922. 
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